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SYNOPSIS

These somewhat unrelated documents are barely legible. The first few pages
are comments on an audio tape about the prophet Mohammed and theological
issues. Next, in English, are some medical papers that appear to be the results
of a blood test and pregnancy test. Finally, there are some operational
requirements for an AQ camp in Luuq (in southern Somalia) including a
requisition for money to pay for weapons and equipment and a situation report on
the efforts of the “Mujahadeen” in Somalia.

THEMES

In general, the document offers a deep insight into the reasoning behind AQ’s
operational planning. The author of one of the letters discusses the mindset of
his “Jihadists”, what motivates each, and the type of “Jihad” that each is
interested in pursuing. The author also assesses the operational climate,
weaknesses and strengths of local tribes, and how each factor would influence
the outcome of the planned operations.

The interesting point in this document is the author’s contingency plans in the
event of an American withdrawal. He recognizes that the ensuing vacuum would
need to be filled at once and states that fast-action forces would have to be
deployed immediately to the city, especially to head-off the return of legitimate
government forces.

Another item of interest is the author’s explanation for some of the members
becoming disillusioned with the group and leaving. He says they are doing so
because they believe the leadership betrayed them. Although resignations aren’t
widespread yet, the author suggests that the “council” will have to change
significantly to head it off. This point reveals a weakness in the organization that
can be exploited by driving a wedge between the fighters and the leaders.

The document also reveals the large amounts of money that AQ invest in remote
areas of the world like The Horn of Africa. For AQ to be able to employ these
sums, a system of fundraising, allocation, money laundering, and safe
distribution must be intact.



