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APPENDIX C-I: 
 

NOTES ON RAS KIAMBONI:1 
 

THE `ALI-ITIHAD MILITARY BASE AND TRAINING CAMP’ 
 
Part I:  Mr. A. A., Local Fisherman/Seafood Businessman 
 
 Introduction 
 
On 28 September I had a conversation with Mr. A. A., a member of Kenya’s Orma 
community from Tana River District in Coast Province.  He claims to have direct and 
indirect information on an “Islamic terrorist training base-camp” located at Ras 
Kiamboni, a coastal town some 10-20 kms. north of Kiunga at the Kenya-Somalia 
border.  He did not offer the name of their organization, but other sources suggest this 
settlement-facility belongs to Ali-Itihad.2 
 
A. A. served for about 12 years in the Kenya Army (he showed me his discharge 
document) and for the last several years he has operated a fish buying and selling 
business between the north Kenya coast and Malindi/Mombasa, buying fish, crabs, 
prawns and lobster from local fishermen.  He has also just registered the North Coast 
Construction Limited, a company he intends to use to try and get public works 
construction contracts, mainly in his native Tana River District.  (He showed me the 
registration certificate.) 
 
The following notes are taken from this conversation, translated from Swahili. 
 
 Ras Kiamboni: The Location and Fishing Business 
 
Ras Kiamboni is a small town, larger than Garsen, but much smaller than Lamu 
Town.  During the rule of Said Barre, it had its own district commissioner/governor. 
 
By motorized fishing boat, it is about 30 minutes north of the border at Kiunga, where 
there is also a Kenya Customs post. 
 
Various tribes are found in the surrounding coastal and interior areas, on both sides of 
the border.  These are: Galjel Somali, Bajuni, Pate, Boni and some Orma; the latter 
two groups engage mainly in livestock grazing.  Most of the fishing is done by the 
Bajuni, many of whom are Kenyan.  They tend to prefer to fish north of the border, 
and especially opposite the inland creek just above Ras Kiamboni that is fed by some 
fresh water, for two reasons: this combination of water is ideal for prawns and there 
are more fish and lobster in this area in general, and because catch from across the 
border is not subject to Kenya Fisheries’ taxation. 
 

                                                           
1 This spelling is based on the informant’s pronunciation; the author is aware of alternative spellings, 
especially ‘Kambooni’ (seen in the Project Harmony translated al-Qa’ida documents). 
2 For an alternative view regarding this group’s possible linkages to international terrorism, see 
Dowden (2002). 
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A. A. has therefore been active in this area for some time; he has a residence (rented?) 
in Lamu Town as well as in Bura in Tana River.  He hires a boat or boats to fish, 
and/or buys directly from local fishermen.  He was last in this area in January of this 
year. 
 
 Arrival of Newcomers and the Establishment of the Training Camp/Base 
 
At that time he went as far as Ras Kiamboni where he has been going for this purpose 
for some time.  From 1996, he noticed and was told about new, strange people who 
had recently arrived from unknown places.  According to his fishermen contacts and 
own observations, they were not locals, but rather, Arabs and other more “European-
looking type people” but who were Muslims.  On this occasion, he was told there 
were only about 30 of these new-comers. 
 
Over the last few years, their presence has increased, and he has continued to hear 
stories about them, including how they have completely taken over the area, 
especially since the departure of General Morgan (Barre’s in-law) from the Kismayu 
area farther north and who then passed into Kenya via Ras Kiamboni itself; he later 
returned to Kismayu before being driven out again, supposedly into Ethiopia.  It 
appears his forced eviction reflected the desire of these newcomers to have no rival 
authority in the area, and apparently none has existed since that time. 
 
Their numbers now appear to include Indonesians and other “Asian-looking people” 
as well as Arabs.  From their arrival, they are said to have recruited a number of local 
Somali male youth to help them in language translation and menial tasks.  They also 
built an impressive religious education center (madrassa) where these youth are being 
sent.  Here they receive instruction in a particularly harsh and puritanical from of 
Islam; these teachings, and the changed resultant behavior, is said to have completely 
cut them off from their own families.  According to locals, these newcomers are their 
“new parents.”  Even local women who have been taken as wives are said to have 
broken off with their natal families.  For example, it is claimed that the locals do not 
correctly follow Islamic slaughtering ritual, so that eating local food with local people 
who have prepared such food is ‘haramu’, or unclean.  Such social exclusiveness has 
caused both resentment and fear among the local population. 
 
This version of Islam is not imposed only on those closely associated with the 
newcomers, however. Local people who have been warned to stop smoking or 
chewing miraa and have then been found to continue to doing this have been 
summarily executed, “even later on the same day; you are given no time to change 
your way of life.”3   In A. A.’s view, what they have imposed is not Islam, but “a form 
of devil-rule.” 
 
In addition to the Islamic education center, there is also a military camp that appears 
to be the main residential area for these newcomers; it is about a five minute walk 
from Ras Kiamboni town center and about ten minutes from the sea front.   During 

                                                           
3 A Somali businessman who had “taken refuge” in Nairobi later described how much of the local 
support that does exist for more ascetic versions of Islam stemmed originally from the reaction to the 
attempts to impose ‘European culture’ as part of the country’s adoption of ‘socialist’ following the 
1968 coup.  Especially important here were efforts to elevate the status of women that “violated our 
Somali culture.” 
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1996-97, the main structures there were cloth tents, but over the last several years, 
permanent (cement) structures have been erected.  There is also a large footpath 
leading from this camp into the Boni Forest.  It is said there are additional facilities 
there, but A. A. is unaware of what these might be.  He has seen only three Land-
Cruiser vehicles, but does not rule out the presence of others, especially in the thick 
forest area.  He has not seen aircraft there, but they have many boats, including 
motorized sea-bikes that they use to move quickly from the shore to larger vessels off-
shore. 
 
During his last visit, in January of this year, he saw about 200 of them jogging on the 
beach with rifles, what he perceived to be AK-47s.  This was quite obviously military 
drilling.   This group was comprised mainly of (non-local) Arabs, Indian-looking 
people, some Somali, and even one European.   
 
Another reason for local resentment is the control they have imposed over the local 
fishing business.   In 1997, while A. A. was in Kiunga, his hired boat and crew were 
apprehended by one of their sea-patrols.  He was informed about this and had to pay 
$800 to have them released.  (This figure was based on the size of the catch; A. A. 
changed Kenya currency in Kiunga to get this money.  He says there is a great deal of 
money-changing in this border area; I did not ask him what the rate was/is.)  Payment 
is by the weight of the catch.  Records are kept, so that if a boat leaves with catch that 
cannot be paid for, the boat is seized whenever it comes back if its crew does not 
make the required payment at that time.  According to A. A., if payment is not made, 
“the boat owner could even be shot.” 
 
On certain days, fishing is prohibited altogether; crews are told to just stay away from 
the area. 
 
At the same time, it seems those in the camp are extremely well-financed from 
external sources, since they send personnel to Kiunga and Lamu to buy provisions in 
great quantities.  Some of these people have been seen with Kenya identity cards and 
even passports; though it is clear to locals they cannot be Kenyans. 
 
According to local informants, Ras Kiamboni is the “central base” for operations 
covering a much wider area of Somalia.  They are said to have other camps/bases in 
Gedo, Bardere, Luk, Bula-Hawa, and another across the Kenya border at Mandera.  It 
is also said they have presence in El-Wak, Mogadishu and in northern Puntland (near 
the border with Yemen), where tribal leader Abdulahi Yusuf accommodates them for 
payment. 
 
Before the 1998 US Embassy bombing in Nairobi, some Lamu residents had come to 
know the Arab who had married locally and started a fish business, eventually 
obtaining a contract to supply the Grand Regency Hotel in Nairobi.  He also sold 
provisions directly to the Ras Kiamboni base. 
 
 Conclusion 
 
Mr. A. A. expressed great concern about the presence of this facility and community.  
This seemed to reflect both annoyance with the interference in access to preferred 
fishing grounds and the very ascetic/harsh form of Islam that has been imposed, and 
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to Kenya’s  - and the wider world’s – security.  Several times he referred to the US 
Embassy bombing and the recent terrorist attack in the US.  He is convinced people 
connected to this group/settlement are involved whether directly or indirectly.  He 
also expressed frustration that Kenyan security around the Kiunga border area seems 
to be so lax and porous: “The Kenya Police take no notice of them; when we 
complain or try to get their interest, they say that is not their concern since it is all 
outside Kenya.”  He is not aware of any particular interest that has been taken either 
by the local District Administration or by the KANU political leadership in Lamu 
District over this presence. 
 
Part II:  Report from a British Journalist 
 
 Introduction 
 
I had a separate conversation with A. B., a reporter for UK newspaper.  He had 
spoken with a European source at the UN offices in Nairobi, following the evacuation 
of their food-relief program in the southern Somalia area which took place after the 
attack in the US.  The following summary contains some of the information he 
obtained. 
 
 Ras Kiamboni and Ali-Jihad 
 
The UN has had to evacuate in food-relief work from southern Somalia.  At least two 
people of European origin have been killed in this area since 1995.  Recently the UN 
mission was told no “white face” will be tolerated there again. 
 
The UN received reports that an Ali-Jihad base had been established at Ras Kiamboni, 
but that Osama bin Laden has also been seen there, along with “many Afghans and 
Pakistanis.”  Al-Qaeda is also said to have bases in various parts of Somalia, 
including Mogadishu, where two of bin Laden’s sons are said to be currently living.  
They also have a center in Puntland. 
 
In several big towns in Somalia where Ali-Jihad is active they are active in the 
transport, banking and mobile phone businesses. 
 
The UN source denied the allegation that some 500 local Somali staff had been 
infiltrated by Al-Qaeda. 
 
Part III: Comment from a Lamu Tour Operator/Local Kanu Official 
 
 Introduction 
 
I spoke with O. F., an old friend from Lamu who runs a tourist business and is also a 
local KANU branch official.  His family’s original home is the Kiunga area; they 
were displaced by the Shifta attacks about 40 years ago. 
 
 Insecurity and Fears 
 
O. F. attends District Development Committee meetings and has urged for increased 
security along the Kiunga border, both to combat general outlaw-robbery and to 
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prevent incursions from “this camp” that many people have heard stories about across 
the border. Given the absence of any recognizable authority in Somalia, he feels this 
should be a priority.  However, government officials have yet to show any perceptible 
interest in these matters. 
 
He fears that due to the high dependence of the Lamu economy on tourism, its people 
– whether seen collectively or as individuals – might be targeted by anti-
Western/radical Islamic elements who view such close relations with non-Muslims as 
anathema.  Only one such attack could kill the local tourist industry for ever, he feels. 
 
He claimed not to have any direct knowledge of the Ras Kiamboni base-camp.  
However, due to his family ties and business relations with numerous local fishermen, 
he offered to find out what he could. 
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APPENDIX C-II:  
 

A SMALL, UNREPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE OF MUSLIM VIEWS 
 

I served my constituents for fifteen years, many of them Muslim.  And 
I’ve lived in Mombasa since my school days, so I know these people very well.  
They are very good people, and they voted for me, even more than for Muslim 
candidates. 

But there is one thing about them that is very bad.  If I, as a Christian, 
commit a crime, even my friends who are Christians will say I did wrong, 
because what I did was criminal.  But with Muslims, they will say: “What he did 
doesn’t matter, because he is a fellow Muslim.” 

That is why terrorists can operate in Mombasa.  I don’t believe any 
Kenyan Muslim could do such thing; but they can know who these people are, 
and keep quiet, even if they don’t support what they want to do, and some of 
them do support it [Interview, Former (non-Muslim) Member of Parliament from 
Mombasa; Nairobi, 13/02/07]. 

 
While it was not possible to conduct an actual survey to explore the distribution of 
particular attitudes1, it was possible to interview a small number of Muslims (all 
either living at the Coast or having done so for a considerable period in the past) 
and to ask them how they thought members of their population (and specifically 
not themselves in terms of their own, personal views), selected randomly, would 
answer questions that explore them “if all those interviewed were being 
completely honest.” 
 
This Appendix includes results obtained from seven such individuals, although 
not all questions were asked in each case.  These are presented below, together 
with a brief description of the individual, without (as promised prior to the 
interview) revealing his/her identity. Without exception, however, those chosen 
for interviews are long-standing friends of the author, so that their candid 
cooperation was assumed, and was almost entirely forthcoming. Due to individual 
sensitivities to the topic, not every interviewee was asked every question.   
 
Note, also, that since particular questions were dropped and added in the course of 
arranging and conducting these interviews, not all questions have the same 
number of responses.  Finally, even some questions that were retained in the 
questionnaire were not asked in every case, depending upon their perceived level 

                                                 
1 Predictable self-defensive hostility resulted from the discovery (through one of the field-interviewers) in 
May, 2006, that a survey was being designed (on behalf of an anonymous client) of Muslims at the Coast 
regarding a number of public issues, as well as their views towards and level of engagement in various 
religious practices.  After a draft questionnaire reached the CIPK (i.e., the Council of Imams and Preachers 
of Kenya), a front-page announcement-article appeared in a local weekly Muslim newsletter issue warning 
Muslims not to participate in the survey, as it was clearly “part of a campaign to fight Muslims,” probably 
instigated by “foreign forces” (The Friday Bulletin: The Muslim News Update, 2006: 1-2).  
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of sensitivity for the particular respondent, and how much time there was for the 
interview. 
 
Interview Introduction 
 
“Thank you for helping me.  Of course, it will not be possible to conduct a survey with 
these questions, but let us suppose it were possible to pose them to Kenya’s adult Muslim 
population, or at least those living in and around Mombasa (and perhaps also in North 
Eastern Province).  If people answered honestly, what percent do you think would agree 
(“Yes”), disagree (“No”), or would not be sure (“Don’t know”) to each one?” 
 
Brief Comment 
 
As pointed out above, the small size of this ‘sample’ has not allowed for a more reliable 
set of ranges in terms of the responses to particular questions.  Likewise, individual 
responses are likely to have been somewhat affected by the particular relationship each 
respondent has with the author.  
 
Notwithstanding these severe limitations, several fundamental facts are evident.  Among 
them, one is the universal agreement that Muslims in Kenya are denied the rights and 
respect they feel they deserve. Looking elsewhere, there is a marked pessimism about the 
prospects for peace in the Middle East, as long as Israel continues to exist. 
 
Turning specifically to terrorism, acceptance of the involvement of Kenyans is seen as 
minimal. At the same time, however, there is little faith that were local Muslims to 
become aware of terrorist activity they would report this to the authorities.  Finally, there 
appears to be some belief amongst Kenyans that Muslims might participate in a terrorist 
attack. 
 
At the same time, there was widespread agreement that the history of terrorism in Kenya 
has affected fellow Muslims for the worse; a striking lack of agreement was evident, 
however, in terms of the likelihood of future attacks. 
 
Altogether, and again keeping in mind the very ‘unscientific’ nature of this exercise, the 
results do highlight key issues relevant to this study, and should at least provoke further 
consideration of them as well as future areas of research. 



Respondent

Question: Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ?

Do you approve of America’s 
foreign policy towards Muslims?

5 90 5 8 90 2 5 94 1 0 50 0 0 90 10

Do you think Israel has a right to 
exist, even within its pre-1967 
borders?

30 40 30 20 20 60 10 85 5 40 45 15 60 20 20

Do you think Kenya is safer 
with US military forces here? 0 95 5 0 80 20 20 80 0 20 60 20 40 50 10 30 70 0 5 90 5

Do you think Muslims in Kenya 
are given the respect and rights 
they deserve from other 
Kenyans and from the Kenya 
government?

15 80 5 0 100 0 5 95 0 15 80 5 30 60 10 20 80 0 20 70 10

Do you think those Muslim 
terrorists who have operated in 
Kenya have had at least some 
local Kenyan Muslims?

15 60 25 20 65 15 5 95 0 30 60 10 0 99 1

If you came to know anyone 
planning a terrorist attack in the 
name of Islam, would you report 
this to the Police?

20 70 10 10 35 55 25 75 0 35 55 10

Would you be willing to 
participate in a terrorist attack 
against US, UK or Israeli 
interests in Kenya, even if you 
knew doing so might cost you 
your life?

25 55 20 70 5 25 65 25 10

 Would you be willing to 
participate in such an attack if 
you could be certain that only 
the people you had targeted 
would die?

99 1 0 80 20 0

Would you be willing to 
participate in such an attack 
against US, UK or Israeli 
facilities, interests and/or 
personnel in Kenya as long as 
doing so would not put your 
own life in danger?

25 55 20 50 50 0

  Do you think it is likely that 
there will be another terrorist 
attack against the US or its allies 
and/or the Kenya government 
within the next 1-2 years?

65 25 10 10 90 0 15 85 0

765
Former Member of 

Parliament (Coast Kenya)
Nairobi-based Senior 
Islamic NGO Official

Nairobi-based Senior 
Islamic NGO Official

Woman Professional- 
NE Province

Nairobi-based 
Professional Woman

Present Member of 
Parliament, Coast 

Civic Representative, 
Coast Province

4321



Respondent

Question: Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ?
For the next two ?'s % % % % % % %
Do you think the main interest 
of the US in its “war against 
terrorism” is to:

Weaken Islam 85 75 60 80 20
Gain economic benefits 15 0 10 20 20 70

defend itself against future 
attacks 0 10 30 5

not sure 0 15 0 5
Do you think the attacks that 
have occurred in Kenya have 
made the overall position of 
Muslims in Kenya:

better 0 20 30 10
worse 100 80 70 70

about the same 0 0 0 20

5 6 7
Former Member of 

Parliament (Muslim, Coast 
Nairobi-based Senior 
Islamic NGO Official

Nairobi-based Senior 
Islamic NGO Official

Woman Professional- 
NE Province

Nairobi-based 
Professional Woman

Present Member of 
Parliament, Coast 

Civic Representative, 
Coast Province

1 2 3 4
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APPENDIX C-III: 
 

THE (DISALLOWED) CONFESSION OF OMAR SAID OMAR1 
 

Anyone who followed the case and heard the evidence in court could see 
that (Omar Said) Omar was involved; it was just because of bungling, starting 
from the evidence-gathering, that they couldn’t make the connection between 
what was found in his house and the hotel bombing [Confidential Interview, 
Western diplomatic official, Nairobi, 24 February, 2007]. 
   

It was clear these people were innocent, or at least that the government 
had no convincing evidence.  Even the weapons used to convict Omar appeared 
to have been planted by the Police, since they were only discovered after he was 
taken into custody.   

It seems they wanted to please the Americans and the Israelis by showing 
that at least they could convict somebody.   

These were not educated people.  No evidence was presented that they 
held any particular or religious views, let alone that they had spent any time 
outside Kenya.  So as far as I can tell, no Kenyans have really been shown to 
have participated in any terrorist attacks here [Confidential Interview, local 
stringer for an international news agency who covered the trial of the suspects 
charged over the Coast attacks of 2002, Nairobi, 18 February, 2007]. 

 
As noted in the main text, new rules of evidence made the following statement 
inadmissible in court.  Omar Said Omar was initially arrested for his involvement in the 
twin al-Qa’ida attacks of 28 November 2002 on the Paradise Hotel in Kikambala, Kenya 
and an Israeli airliner departing from Moi International Airport in Mombasa, Kenya.  
Omar was later cleared of all charges pertaining to his alleged involvement in these 
attacks.  This inadmissible confession reiterates how al-Qa’ida operates in Kenya.  Their 
activities in the recently declassified Harmony documents were remarkably similar to 
their operations along the coast of Kenya in 2002 and 2003.  
 
 
 

                                                 
1 This document was made available to journalists (who sought it from the Court Clerk) after it was 
submitted, but before the judge had ruled on its admissibility.   
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APPENDIX C-IV: 
 

Written Statement of Mombasa Muslim Leaders 
 

Contents:  
The following two pages are a letter from Mombasa Muslim Leaders addressed to the 
Honorable Njenga Karume, Kenya Minister for Defense.  The letter is dated 25 
February, 2007.  
 
Background:   
Following several mass-demonstrations and recent threats by Muslim leaders in 
Mombasa to disrupt the international cross-country championships held in the coastal 
city on 24 March 2007, the Minister of Defense, Hon. Njenga Karume, met with 
representatives of the Mombasa Muslim community.  Under the aegis of the Council 
of Imams and Preachers of Kenya (‘CIPK’), they evidently took advantage of this 
opportunity to present him with the following statement setting out a broader set of 
issues and grievances. 
 








